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In all ages and in all countries religious education has been
found an indispensable necessity. If there is any thing which
can exercisc a strong influence upon the minds of the majority
of mankind to induce them to follow the path of an upright life
and sound morality, it is religious precepts which insensibly and
gradually become tmpressed upon their minds from early childhood.

There are many crimes which an ordinary man; finding him-
self free from any external liability, would not hesitate to com-
mit but for the inward monition which religion places within him.
Besides, na steonger bond can be conceived which can effectually unite
men of different descents and different localitics as religion,

But at_present indifference to relijion is a tendency which is
fast spreading and to a dangerous extent among the rising
generations ot the Hindus of this country. It is reslly a matter
of decp regret and for serious_ consideration that the descendants
of those whose religious sanctity was proverbial, whose Rishis and
Munis had no_equals in true morality and sound knowledge and in
fact in every thing which is most worth possessing, should become so
much degenerated ns to be entirely ignorant of their forefathers’ reli-
gion and either adopt other religions or become irreligious. This
sad result may, I think, be traced mainly to the following causes:—

1—1Inevery country where the rulersand the ruled are of the
same religion, religious books are among the first which are

laced in a boy's hands when heenters a primary school. In India
it would be unnatural to expect our rulers, who are Christians, to
teach us Hinduism as a religion in Government schools, and the policy
of non-interference in religions matters is the only one which a
wise, generous snd noble Government could.:\dopt towards its non.
Christian subjects. Thus under the existing circumstances this cause
is unavaidable, though our benevelent Lnglish Geverament too re-
cognises the importinee and necessity of religions tuition and has
under its consideration those steps which can safely Dbe adopted
for its encouragemént. (Vide Para. 12 of letter No..1°_ dated 51st

£
December 1887, Lducational department, from the Secretary to the
Government of lndnﬁ(o the Sccretary to the Government N, W. Pro-
vinces, and No, —m‘;lf’;..,:-‘— of 1889, dated 10th October 1889, from
the Secretary to Government N. W. Provinces to all Presidents of
District Boards, N. W. Provinces). .
2+ All the books of Hindu religion are in Sanskrit, which is
such a difficult language that a haed study of at least ten
years is required to understand it. An ordinary man cannot allord
to let his son spend ten years ofhis life in religious cdueation.
Besides, Brahmans; who before used to .lmrn D/mrmac'lm'tb‘aa
and other triie religious books, have now given up that Lind of
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