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Swami Dayanand, Aryasamaj and his contribution in Dalit upliftment

Continue from last issue
Swami Ji went to the
Lucknow A.l.C.C. meeting of
June 1922 especially to push a
plan of action for the removal
of untouchability. His proposal
to appoint a sub-committee on
untouchability was accepted,
but some parts of it were
amended. The sum of two
lakhs of rupees was first sub-
stituted for the original five lakhs
proposed and then even that
was watered down by substi-
tuting the phrase ‘as much as
could be spared'. But misun-
derstandings kept cropping
orally, but when he started pre-
paratory work and asked for
some money, he was informed
that the working committee had
appointed until a report had
been received from the sub-
committee. It was all a sorry
mess, letters came and went,
nothing was being done, and
the swami resigned in disgust.
His postscript to the whole
story as follows- The subcom-
mittee did no business in plac-
ing the annul report of the con-
gress before its session at
Gaya; the Secretary simply re-
marked that no work could be
done by the sub-committee as
no substitute for Swami

Shraddhananda could be
found. (INCO.P-181) Swami
Shraddhananda did not receive
any support from the congress
and Mahatama Gandhi for
eradicating the sin of untouch-
ability. Instead of that he re-
ceived the message from
cocanada session of congress
in which Maulana Mohammad
Ali the president of that session
proposed to divide the so-called
untouchables in equal halves
between Hindus and the Mus-
lims. (INCO.p-188)

Palghat court verdict

On 13th Nov. 1925 name
of aryasamaj and swami ji pub-
lished in all major newspapers
of south India. On the opening
day of car festival the divisional
magistrate promulgated an or-
der prohibiting aryasamaj con-
verts from entering the ortho-
dox Hindu streets. Thisled to a
public protest meeting, which
passed among others the fol-
lowing resolution. That “this
meeting begs to express its
unqualified condemnation of
the utterly illegal procedure and
policy of religious interference
adopted by the Madras Gov-
ernment in extending its order
of prohibition to the aryasamaj
converts from the depressed
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classes while such converts to
Christianity and Mohammeda-
nism are not so prohibited "
(leader 19.nov,1924)

The leader of 21st Nov.,
1925 condemned the intolerant
and wholly short sighted atti-
tude of the orthodox Hindus
and praised Swami Shard-
dhananda for taking up their
cause and valiantly leading the
movement.

Swami Ji in response
started a new weekly name lib-
erator in English for special
purpose of communicating his
views to the intelligentsia of
south India where the evil of
untouchability existed in most
objectionable and inhuman
form (leader 5, April 1925) lts
aim was strongly stated by
swami ji- The uplift of the un-
touchables and their assimila-
tion in the Hindu polity is the
very plinth on which alone the
edifice of free India can be con-
structed. Therefore, the libera-
tor will make the cause of the
so-called untouchables its
main concern. This doctrine of
untouchability is the gangrene
of Hindu polity. Diehard vanity,
deep- rooted prejudice, degen-
erating ignorance and doping
superstition are the germs that

(- Dr. Vivek Arya )

feed this gangrene. Each one
of these has to be attacked for
getting rid of this gangrene.
(Leader 4, April 1926)

Thus we reach an infer-
ence that the later part of
swami ji life was devoted en-
tirely for the upliftment of the
depressed Hindus.

The above mentioned are
few glimpses of work of
aryasamaj and its great lead-
ers after Swami Dayanand.
The foremost point is that many
those who were born in high
castes were out casted, faced
social boycott, physical and
death threat, prevented from
using wells , prevented from
marrying in community , they
faced all sort of consequences
but did not stopped their mis-
sionary work. They were true
soldiers of Swami Dayanand.
Many reformers had arrived in
last centuries to eradicate the
evil of untouchability like
Jyotiba Phule, Dr Ambedkar
etc but most unique about sol-
diers of swami Dayanand is
that they are only examples of
high caste Hindu working for
down trodden and untouch-
ables.
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