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“While Swami Dayananda was at Agra, a Sabha called
the Arya Sanmarg Darshini Sabha, was established at Calcutta,
with the object of having it decided and settled, once for all,
by the most distinguished representatives of orthodoxy in the
land (that could be got hold of for the purpose of course) that
Dayanand'’s views on Shradha, Tiraths, Idol-Worship, etc. were
entirely unorthodox and unjustifiable. Sanskrit scholars and
rises to the number of three hundred responded to the call of
the Sabha, and a grand meeting composed of the local men and
of the outsiders, came off in the Senate Hall on 22nd January,
1881. It issignificant that not one of the numerous distinguished
Pandits present thought of suggesting or moving that the man
upon whom the Sabha was going to sit in judgement, should
also, in fairness, be summoned before the august tribunal, to
be condemned or acquitted after he had been fully heard. It
may be urged that the Sabha was not in a humour to acquit
Dayanand under any circumstances, but still he should have
been permitted to have his say before he was condemned.
Surely, one man could be dealt with very well by an assemblage
so illustrious and so erudite. But the Pandits and their admirers
were wise in their generation. Dayanand, though one, had
proved too many for still a more learned and august
gathering at Benares.”1
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1. Life and Teachings of Swami Dayanand, Page. 39, Part-II
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