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bolts and other cele:tial portents, (1v)
prognostication by interpreting drea-

ms Gautam the recluse holds aloof

from such low arts

Leaving aside tle spiritual reli

gious or ex wordly importance of the
yagnas the mo t larmful result of

these practices 1s that peorle begin to
cea e to take inte est in those world

ly pur uit< which alore can lead to
worldly pregress and without which
no religion can maintain itself

Even 1f you believe 1n the p opte
tic nature of such astronomica plero
mena as the Ashtagraha even if you
suppose that these phenom na f r

told some future calamity ow can
ceitain 1ites performed by certamn

pers ns avert these mevitables 7 If
they are destined to happen th y wiil
happen Who can check ttem ? How

can we buy them off or bribe thuir se

made agents to appease them What
ever the convictions of the individuals
and Whatever the remedial efficacies
of 1e 1g101 s rites priva ely performed
when the nation as a whole or ona
large scale 1s misled into a belief that
nanonal calamities can be so easily
averted the consequences are very
dangerous water 1s thrown on the

zeal of th. masses They depend

more upon the goas thin upon tieir
own hard work and their contribuuon

tv those institutions which are nece

Y

ssary for the makmg of a welfare
state are slackened 1t 18 much safer
to dépend upon our army for detence,
upon industry for prospe 1ty for hea
Ith upon the Health depdriment than
upon Jupiter or Saturn and our e €r-

gy should not be diverted to doubtful
channels
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