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The world is fettered by the chain forged by super-
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them fully; in like manner, 1 deal with the religions
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FOREWORD

The Paropkarni Sabha published a Centenary edition of
Swami Dayanand’s works, which included all his books except the
voluminous Commentary on the Vedas, on the occasion of the
Centenary of his birth which was celebrated at Muttra in February,
1925.  As Swami Dayanand Saraswati died at Ajmer on 30th
October, 1883, the Paropkarni Sabha decided at its meeting held
on 24, December, 1925, to hold the bi-centenary celebrations of
his demise at Ajmer. The idea came into my mind that the
Paropkarni Sabha might appropriately bring out on that occasion
a Commemoration Volume in honour of Dayanand Saraswati.
The Dayanand Nirvana Ardha Shatabdi Sabha, at its meeting held
on 21st March 1932 approved of my proposal. In February-March,
1933, 1 issued invitations to & number of Indian, European and
American scholars and savants to contribute articles to the volume.
The short time available precluded response from scholars from
Europe on a very generous scale; and, though the volume falls
short of the greatness of the occasion, the response from scholars
in India has been very gratifying, and it has become possible to
bring out a fairly presentable volume. 1 must acknowledge with
gratitude the ready response which the learned scholars and eminent
ladics and gentlemen who have contributed papers or appreciations
to the volume have given to my invitation, and on behalf of the
Dayanand Nirvana Ardha Shatabdi Sabha, I offer them sincere thanks.

The facilities available in Ajmer for printing and binding a
volume like the present are very limited, and the resources of the
local Vedic Yantralaya have been strained to the utmost to allow
of this volume to be brought out in time for the Dayanand Nirvana
Ardha Shatabdi Celebrations. It has not been found possible
to use diacritical marks in all articles.
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I must apologise for not being able to print the contributions
in any particular order, as some of them were received after a
large part of the volume was in print.  They have been placed
as the exigencies of printing the whole volume within the short
time available demanded.

I must take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to
Prof. P. Seshadri, the well-known educationist and learned Principal
of the Government College, Ajmer, for the help he has ungrudgingly
given me in correcting the proofs. 1 am also obliged to him for
valuable suggestions and help in seeing the book through the Press.
My obligations are also due to Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Gauri-
shankar Hirachand Ojha, the historian of Rajputana and Pandit
Rameshvar G. Ojha, Professor of Sanskrit, Government College,
Ajmer, for correcting the proofs of the Hindi articles in the volume.

AJMER HAR BILAS SARDA
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INTRODUCTION

“¢NREAT men are the fire-pillars in this dark pilgrimage of man-
kind: they stand as heaveunly Signs, ever-living witnesses of
what has been, prophetic tokens of what still may be, the

revealed, embodied possibilities of human nature”—Thomas Carlyle.

Great men are pillars of light to light up the path of man
in this life: their lives and their work serve as guides to men to
enable them to traverse the passage of life in this world in
safety and peace. They are the divine and never-failing embodi-
ments of knowledge of the good that there was in the Past, and
they reveal in an unmistakeable manner what mankind in future
may be, and to what height of greatness every man may rise.
Great men are the living illustrations of the noble elevation
to which humanity will eventually rise in the future.

A Great Man, is an unfailing guide of mankind and embodies
in himself the nobility and perfection of human nature. Dayanand
Saraswati was, in this sense of the term, a perfect example of
a great man.

“ Great men seem to be part of the Infinite, brothers of
the Seas and the Mountains,” says Colonel Ingersoll, the
greatest of the American orators. Humanity is infinite. Great
men, possessing in a greater measure the qualities that distinguish
man  from animals, help us to realise infinity in their
greatness. As the skies, the seas and the mountains transcend
our physical vision and appear to us to have no end, so do
great men transcend our mental vision and their proportions
fade into infinity. The seas and the mountains determine on the
physical plane, the settlement of people, the growth of cities and
towns, and the flow of trade; so do great men not only elevate
the moral and spiritual life of man, but bring into being, ideas
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and forces, that control and regulate in a great measure, the
ordinary day to day life of peoples, and permanently affect their
out-look and their ideals. The influence of great men is lasting,
as the influence of the seas and the mountains.

Great men are not all fashioned after one pattern. Every
onc has an individuality of his own. There is no single standard
by which to measure them all. No one in this world can
remain uninfluenced by the environment in which he grows up:
and the environment never being the same, different people
develop different qualities and in different measures.

One generally accepted standard used in judging great men,
however, is the good they have done to the world, the extent
to which they have helped the masses, the level of happiness
and prosperity to which they have raised mankind, the
intellectual and spiritual advancement of the peoples of the world
they have brought about. It is this standard that reminds one
of the dictum that great men are part of the infinite.

Sri Rama Chandra, Bhishma, Sagara, Asoka, Samudragupta,
Vikramaditya, Harsha, Alexander, Cwmsar, Akbar, Charlemagne,
Napolean were all great men each in his own way. Great poets
like Valmiki, Kalidas, Homer, Virgil, Shakespeare, Goethe ; philo-
sophers and thinkers like Vyas, Gautama, Kanada, Safikaricharya,
Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Herbert Spencer have brought much light
and joy to the world and have helped in raising the intellectual
and spiritual level of mankind, and added to their happiness
and contentment. Patriots like Pratap, Sivaji, William Tell,
Washington, Garibaldi, Robert Bruce, Kamal Pasha have served
humanity through their own countries, raised the moral level
of mankind and have established landmarks which are a never-
failing source of strength and inspiration to meu in every
country and clime.  Greater than all these, however, are men,
who, having known Truth and received the light not vouch-
safed to ordinary men, love mankind; who, burning with the
desire to promote human _ welfare, themselves lead lives of
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absolute purity and self-denial, and devote themselves to revealing
fundamental truths of life, forgotten or long hidden ; who hold aloft
high ideals of conduct for people to follow, and ceaselessly work
to lighten their burdens and to remove the injustices, the sufferings,
the sorrows of the world by banishing ignorance, and guiding
them towards truth, light and happiness. = While heroes extort
admiration and furnish inspiration ; poets, thinkers, and philosophers
win gratitude and affection, mankind offer their reverence, love,
homage and adoration to the Regenerators of pcople like Krishna,
Buddha and Jesus. Dayanand Saraswati belonged to this small
number of the Klect.

These men represent the highest and the noblest in humanity;
they have ggached the summit of human glory and greatness.

The Vedas

According to Hindu belicf, when God created man, he
revealed the Vedas for his guidance. @ The Vedas radiated the
light that illumined the world by teaching those eternal truths
and principles that help us to realise the nature and the co-relation
of God and man—of Parmatma, Atma and Prakriti—of humanity
and Divinity.

Professor Max Muller says:— “In the history of the world,
the Vedas fill a gap which no literary work in any other language
could fill.” Guigault says:—“ The Rig Veda is the most
sublime conception of the great highways of humanity.”  Mons
Leon Delbos says :— ‘ There is no monument of Greece or Rome
more precious than the Rig Veda.” When the Yajur Veda
was presented to Voltaire, he expressed his belief that “the Veda
was the most precious gift for which the West had ever been
indebted to the Kast.”

Sriyut Aurovindo Ghosh, one of the greatest living Indians
says :—* The ancient civilization did possess secrets of science,
some of which modern knowledge has recovered, extended and
made rich and precise, but others are even now not recovered.

xxvil
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There is then nothing fantastic in Dayanand’s idea that the Veda
contains truth of science as well as truth of religion. I will
even add my own conviction that the Veda contains other truths
of science, the modern world does not at all possess, and in that
case Dayanand has rather wunderstated than overstated the depth
and range of the Vedic wisdom.

“In the matter of Vedic interpretation, I am convinced
that whatever may be the final complete interpretation, Dayanand
will be honoured as the first discoverer of the right clues.
Amidst the chaos and obscurity of old ignorance and age-long
misunderstanding, his was the eye of direct vision that pierced
to the truth and fastened on that which was essential.  He has
found the key of doors that time had closed, and rent asunder
the secals of the imprisoned fountain. The essential is that he
scized justly on the Vedas as the Indian rock of ages and had
the daring conception to build on what his penetrating glance
perceived in it a whole nationhood. @~ Ram Mohan Roy, that
great soul and puissant worker, who laid his hand on Bengal and
shook her out of her long indolent sleep by her rivers and her
rice fields, stopped short at the Upanishads. Dayanand looked
beyond and perceived that our true or original seed was the
Vedas. He had the national instinct and he was able to make
it luminous—an intuition in place of an instinct. Therefore
the works that derive from him, however they depart from
received traditions, must needs be profoundly national........ . 1f
the character given by the Vedic Rishis to their goal is admitted, we
are bound whenever the hymns speak of Agni or some other god,
to sec behind that name what was present always to the thought
of the Rishi, the One Supreme Deity, or else one of His powers
with its attendant qualities and attributes. Immediately the
whole character of the Vedas is fixed in the sense Dayanand gave
to it, the merely ritual, mythological and polytheistic interpreta-
tion of Sayanacharya collapses, the naturalistic and historical
interpretation of KEuropeans also vanishes. We have instead a
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real scripture, one of the world’s sacred books and the divine
word of a lofty and noble religion.”

The Hindu Race

The Indians were thus the original teachers and leaders of
mankind.  They gave civilization and religion to the world, and
their country, Aryavarta (now called India) became the sacred
land of civilized humanity. The Aryas carried dharma, truth and
enlightenment to the remotest corners of the world, all over
Asia, Europe, Africa and America. With the lapse of time, after
reaching the highest meridian of earthly prosperity, decline set in
amongst them, and gradually, they lost the knowledge of the
Vedas and the sciences based on their teachings. They forgot the
Dharma their forefathers had taught the world.  Their spiritual
light, their moral grandeur, their physical prowess and their
purity of life deteriorated, till those eternal truths of Being that
underlie true Dharma, fell in danger of disappearing. The know-
ledge of Sanskrit (3= amft) declined ; true Dharma became rare.
And the term Arya, once a term which connoted nobility, culture
and greatness, gave place to “ Hindu” which, with the progress of
time became synonymous with “the weak and the feeble ”.

The people who taught philosophy and science to the
Greeks and the Egyptians, and religion to the whole world, fell
a victim to foreign invaders inferior to them in civilization,
culture and refinement. So great was the fall that even
a correct copy of the Vedas—the most precious heritage
bequeathed by their ancestors to mankind was not easily available
in India. The Hindu nation became a byword for an inefficient,
helpless and subject people.

The people that first preached to the world the brotherhood
of man, and the unity of mankind became hopelessly divided into
innumerable castes — watertight compartments. They even began
to regard it a sin for a member of one caste to marry into
another caste, to take food cooked by a member of another caste
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even to dine with him. Nay, in some parts of this sacred
land, they even now regard it a pollution to be within a
certain distance of a member of certain castes. Owing to this
ignorant, narrow, exclusive and iron bound caste-system resulting
in disunity, the country fell a prey to the greed, oppression
and domination of backward tribes, who, from time to time
invaded the hospitable, fertile and rich land of India from the
West or the North-West. The people who had reached the
summit of spiritual glory, and the pinnacle of worldly prosperity,
who carried their messages of peace, good-will, enlightenment and
happiness to cvery part of the world, who taught arts and sciences
to the ignorant and un-enlightened nations of both the hemi-
spheres, who were justly celebrated as the greatest, the richest and
the wisest people on earth, were found in the beginning of the nine-
teenth century A. . hopelessly divided, weak and ignorant, strangers
to their sublime language and their superb literature, unable to
defend themselves against foreign invasion; unable to protect
their arts and sciences, their noble culture, their magnificent
civilization and their divine religion.  Such was the state of
affairs in this land when Swami Dayanand Saraswati was born in
Vikrama Samvat 1881 (a. ». 1824-25).

The Hindu Sastras inculcate that truth reasserts itself, that
when the salvation of mankind is in jeopardy, a great soul appears
and leads men again towards those eternal springs which give
life and vigour.

a1 a1 f} we mnfedafy W )
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This sloka of the Gita merely gives expression to the eternal
truth that whenever the eternal truths of life are in danger of
disappearance, whenever the race through which these truths were
revealed to mankind is in danger of forgetting them, the Divine
Mercy begins to operate and a great soul appears to re-unfold
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those truths and teach people anew the true faith that leads to
life and happiness.

Dayanand saw the world steeped in ignorance and superstition,
torn asunder by prejudice and selfishness, and without light to guide
the path of man and of nations to salvation. Life-long study
and contemplation based on careful observation drove him to
the conclusion that the prime cause of degeneration was the
neglect of those eternal truths taught in the Vedas, which govern
humanity and which properly understood and practised, will
elevate mankind and bring prosperity and happiness to the world.
He determined to revive their study.

Finding also that the evils that ate into the vitals of Hindu
society were multifarious and manifold, he resolved to tackle them
all; and in order to throw the light of Vedic teachings on all
important matters that concerned the life of the people—religious,
social and economic—he began to write books containing those
teachings, all in Hindi for the use and benefit of all classes of
society — for the Hindus as well as the non-Hindus. He
travelled all over the country, spreading the light of truth
wherever he went, preaching Vedic religion and ideals, giving
public lectures, holding private discourses and friendly discussions
with Christian missionaries, Muslim maulvis and the protagonists
of other religions as well as with the learned Brahmins.

He knew that the Brahmins, who were the law-givers of
India, accept without question, the supreme authority of the
Vedas in all things and at all times— they hold that the Vedas,
being divine wisdom, override all Sastras and none may question
their authority. = As Aurovindo Ghosh says:— “ Even, when the
Vedas were no longer understood, even when their traditions were
lost behind Pauranic forms, they were still held in honour, though
without knowledge, as authoritative revelation and inspired Book
of knowledge, the source of all sanctions and standard of all truth. "
He therefore decided that the best way to redeem his people was
to teach them what the Vedas contained. = He resolved to show
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them that the Vedas, the Revelation, the source of Hindu religion
and its highest authority, did not support superstition, idolatry,
class privilege, sex and caste disqualifications, pernicious customs,
emasculating and degrading practices that had reduced the Hindu
nation to a state of helpless decrepitude and weakness.

Dayanand, a World-Teacher

Swami Dayanand Saraswati was not a mere Reformer.  He
was a World Teacher.  His mission was to uplift all mankind.
Some people, while fully admitting Dayanand’s greatness and
the great work he did for the Hindus, while also appreciating
that his teachings would help to uplift mankind, find it difficult
to reconcile their idea of his great and noble aim with his exposure
and criticism of the doctrines and practices prevalent in Islam and
Christianity and other religions.  They think that the great man
that he was, that his aim being the progress and unity of human
race, he should not have denounced the religious beliefs or condemned
the practices followed by the followers of those faiths.  They
approve of his denunciation of idol-worship, the caste-system, un-
touchability, child-marriage, enforced widowhood, class-privilege—
evils prevalent amongst the Hindus. They do not mind the unrest
and the disturbance he created amongst the Hindus by his ceascless
campaign against the evils that rent Hindu society asunder; but
they would not, dare not, expose or condemn the falsehoods and
the evils prevalent in Islamic or Christian society. A high-placed
Englishman, while expressing his admiration for his noble character
and the great work Swamiji had done, said to me that great
men like him should not condemn or denounce the beliefs and
practices of the followers of other religions.

Those who hold such opinions, judge of the greatness of others
by their own smallness. They fail to understand Dayanand’s aim, his
character or the work he had set before himself. They betray their
ignorance of his mission. They fail to comprehend the real
greatness, the high nobility of purpose which inspired his work.
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They only look upon him as a Hindu Reformer, as one whose
work was to purge Hindu Society of what they think are the
evils and falsehoods in Hinduism. They only see a part of the
man, not the whole of him. They fail to see that he was not a
mere Hindu Reformer, but a lover of humanity, a World Redeemer.
His mission was to purge human society—mnot Hindu Society
only—of the evils from which it suffered owing to wrong
beliefs whether those beliefs and doctrines were inculcated by
Hinduism or Christianity or Islam. He made no difference
between faith and faith. He was a World Teacher and his task
was to uplift mankind, whether it lived in India and followed
Hinduism, or in Persia or Arabia and followed Islam, or in Europe
and America and followed Christianity. He loved all mankind,
and his aim was to save from degradation and falsehood all men
whether they lived in this